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" "ACCOUNT a. 


\ Y Virtue of the King's commiſſion of the peace, oyer and 
terminerand general goal-deliveryof Newgate, holden for the 
city of London and county of Middleſex at Juſtice-Hall 

| in the Old-Bailey, before the Right-Honourable Sir Ro- - 
bert Kite, Knt. Lord-Mayor of the city of London, the Honour- 
able James Hewitt, Eſq. one of the judges of his Majeſty's court 
of King's-Bench, James. Eyre, Eſq. Recorder, and others his Ma- 
jeſty's juſtices of the peace, .oyer and terminer and goal-delivery of 
. holden for the ſaid city and county of Middleſex on Wed- 
neſday the gth, Thurſday the 10th, Friday the 11th, and Saturday 
the 12th of September, in the ſeventh year of his preſent Majeſty's. 
reign, Elizabeththe wife of James Brownrigg was capitally convicted, 
| 2 received ſentence of deatn, for the wilful murder of Mary Clifford 
her apprentice; | 5 | 


As the attention of the public has been conſiderably raiſed by the 
various reports which have been propagated reſpecting this unhappy 
woman, I thought it neceſſary to give a fuller extract from the 
charges exhibited” againſt her, and for which the was tried aud 
found guilty, than is uſual in theſe caſfes. . a 


 Brownrigg and Elizabeth his wife were charged, for that they on 

the 3 iſt ef July laſt at St. Dunſtan's in the Weſt, in and upon 
Mary Clifford did make an aſſault. And that the ſaid Elizabeth 
to ſtrip herſelf did force and compel; and that the faid Elizabeth 


_ the hands of the ſaid Mary acroſs with one end of a certain cord 


did then and there bind, and her che ſaid Mary with the other end 


3 


of 


: Wart... 


IX F - 
of the fame cord to a certain ſtaple fixed in the beam belonging to 
a kitchin under ground, in the dwelling-houſe of the ſaid James 
then and there feloniouſly, wilfully, and. of her malice aforethought, 
did* tie Gp confine and faſten; and that the ſaid Elizabeth with a 
certain horſewhip of the value of 18. Which ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth 
in her right hand then and there had and held, her the ſaid Mary 
ſo being naked bound and faſtened as aforeſaid, in and upon the 
head, neck, ſhoulders, ſides, arms, back, belly, hips and thighs, 
of the ſaid Mary then and there ſeveral times did ſtrike and beat; 
and that the ſaid! Elizabeth with the horſewhip aforſeſaid did then 
and there feloniouſly, wilfully, and of her malice aforethought, 
give to the ſaid Mary in and upon the ſaid 10e N oulders, 

ſides, arms, back, belly, hips and thighs, of the ſaid Magy divers 
mortal wounds, cuts and bruiſes, of which ſaid. mortal Woug 


Was, 
cuts and bruiſes, the-faid:-Mary, at London aforeſaid at the pariſh 
aforeſaid, and alſo at St. Bartholomew che Leſs, to wit, at St. Bar- 
'tholomew's Hoſpital there fituate, from "the faid 31-day of July 
ro/the.gth day of Auguſt laſt the ſaid Mary did ianguifh, and on 


the ſajd-gth day e laſt the aid Mary, within the ſaid. Hoſ- 
> 2 SAT. INE EE CTIA b#goin, BOO WI 9 38 FO 243 err. 9 7 
 piral, of the ſaid mortal wounds, cuts and bruiſes, did die. And 
that the ſaid James Browprigg, at the time of committing the ald 
felony and murder; feloniouſly, wilfully, and of Ifis malice afore- 
thought, was preſent aiding, helping, abetting,” aſſiſting, 'corhfort- 
ing and maintaining the ſaid Elizabeth Brownrige, her the ſaid 
Mary Clifford in manner aforeſaid to kill and murder, 


Some circumſtances appearing; on che examinations that were ta- 
7 8» : : 225 Birth 4 8 2 e ? 1714 J 4 : 
ken ſubſequent | to the coroner's inqueſt which affected John 
| Brownrigg the ſon, it was thought neceſſary by the'gentſemen who | 
managed thę proſecution, that an indictment ſhould. be preferred 
againit James Brownrigg, Elizabeth his wife, and John their ſon, 
that he whole mutter might be properly inveſtigated; and the P;. 
TT 
an indictment was preferred and found by the Grand Jury, whereby 
it was charged, eee e e ee 
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That James Brownrigg and Elizabeth his wite, and John their | 
fon, on divers days and, times before tlie Ath day, of Auguſt laft, 
at St. Dunſtan's in the Welt, in and upon the. Tala Mary Clifford 
- t:lontouſly, wilfully, and of their malice afrethought, did make 


an 


I. CC 
an aſfault, and that che ſaid Elizabeth, with divers large whips, 
canes and ſticks, feloniouſly, wilfully, and -of her malice afore- 
thought, did ſtrike, beat and whip the ſaid Mary over her head, 


ſhoulders, back, belly, fides, .and other parts of her body, in a 
crue] and inhuman manner, giving her by ſuch ſtriking, beating 


and whipping, divers large and grievous wounds, ſwellings and 
bruiſes; and that ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth divers hempen cords and 
iron chains round the neck of her the ſaid Mary feloniouſly, wil- 


_ fully, and of her malice aforethought, did tie, bind and faſten, 

giving her thereby a large and violent ſwelling in her neck; and 

that ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth in a certain place under the ſtairs. lead- 

ing into a certain cellar in the dwelling-houſe of the faid James 


their ſituate, feloniouſly, wilfully, and of her malice aforethought, 
did confine and impriſon the ſaid Mary; by means whereof ſhe the 


ſaid Mary from the ſaid 4th day of Avguſt, until the gth 


day of the fame month, at the. pariſh aforeſaid and alſo at 
St. Bartholomew the Leſs, did pine and languiſh, and languiſhing 


did live, and on which faid gth day of Auguſt laſt, at the pariſh - 
of St. Bartholomew, the ſaid Mary, by means of ſuch ill uſage,. 


did die: and that they the ſaid James and John, feloniouſly, wil- 
fully, and of their malice aforethought, were preſent, abetting, 


_' aiding, aſſiſting, comforting, and maintaining the ſaid Elizabeth 


to kill and murder the ſaid Mary in form aforeſaid. 
Upon this indictment all the defendents ſeverally pleaded, Not 


Guilty; and after the evidence was gone through on the part of 


the proſecution, Mrs. Brownrigg being aſked, what, ſhe had to fay 
in her defence? anſwered, That ſnhe had nothing farther to ſay, 
than that ſhe had no intention to kill the child. But the evidence 
amappearing moſt fully convictive againſt Mrs. Brownrigg, the was 


found Guilty, to the entire ſatisfaction of the whole court and a 


very numerous audience. 3 


| Before I enter upon the account of this unhappy woman's be- 
__  * havfour, I hope the reader will not think ir impertinent to premiſe, 
hat the criminal procedure dn chis kingdom is univerſally acknow-- 


ledged to be better e eber in any. other country, for the proſe- 
cenution of guilt and for the protection of, innocence. In many 


other nations, even ſome, (where, to their diſhonour, chriſtianity 18 


. - profeſſed) the. accuſed are frequently put to the torture to make 
. | R. ft.. 


. 
1 


„„ 


them confeſs their crimes, and examples are not wanting where the 


innocent have confeſſed crimes they were accuſed of in order to 


avoid the tortures they were threatned with. But, God be praiſed, 


ſuch is not the practice here; no man is obliged to accuſe himſelf; 
no confeſſion is received that is effected by threats or promiſes, or 
that is not the free voluntary act of the party accuſed: And by 
the peculiar excellence of our laws, every perſon accuſed is preſumed 
to be innocent, not only when be is brought to the bar but even 
during his trial he is treated with every degree of tenderneſs and 
humanity; the judge is his council, his jury his equals, and the 


preſumption of his innocence attends him quite down to the time of 
Kis convictioꝶ. EE | V . 


In ſuch a procedure no priſoner can have any thing to fear but 
from his guilt. All auterior attempts therefore to inflame the minds 


of the people, and to create public prejudice againſt any perſon 


"accuſed, how enormous ſoever the crime, are highly illegal and in- 


4 


human, and manifeſtly tend to. a perverſion of juſtice. He there- 


7 — 


fore who wilfully does any act to create public prejudice, robs the 
party accuſed of the preſumption of his innocence, and in conſcience 


x 


merits at leaſt the puniſſiment he would inflict. What leads me 
to theſe obſervations are the many Falſe and ſcandalous papers and 


reports Which have been ſhamefully publiſhed and propagated in 


relation to theſe unhappy perſons, againſt the laws of humanity, the 


laws of the land, and the laws of God. 


— 


But after ſuch things had happened it was a moſt pleaſing ſight 


to the great aſſemblage of perſons who attended their trials, to be- 
hold, not only the judge who tried them, but even the council for 
the proſecutors, in the midſt of their zeal for juſtice, uſing with 


humanity every means in their power to guard the minds of the 


- jury from the pernicious conſequences of prejudice, and to direct 


their attention to the evidence produced, as the only legal founda- 
tion for their verdict. e f | 


% 


7 we 4 ++” ty Wr 5 17 11 5 ; 1 : et J > : 
. Happily for the two perſons: acquitted the jury were compoſed 


of men of ſenſe and virtue, capable and. inclined to reſiſt the tor- 

rent of (public prejudice; their verdict is a laſting proof of their 
integrity and juſtice, and gave entire ſatisfactien to the court and al! 
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As ſoon as I was informed of Mrs. Brownrigg's commitment to 
ewgate | atrended her, and endeavoured by. the moſt. mild and 


pathetic means to convince her of her deploravie ſituation, bur all 
my endeavours for ſome time were ineffectual, but on my repeated | 


, attendance: on her, for which I took every opportunity, and uſing 
my utmoſt endeavours to impreſs in her. mind the awfulneſs of 
death, and the certainty of eternal puniſhment for the impenitent, 
ſhe appeared to be much affected, and began to acknowledge her 
guilt, and with agony and diſtreſs cried - out, O Lord God, 


-* cleanſe me from this horrid fact, and let the blood of Chriſt 


<« ſpeak better things for me than the blood of that innocent 


< child I have ſo cruelly and barbarouſly murdered!” And turning 
to me ſhe ſaid, Do you think that God can forgive ſuch a wicked 


creature as I am?” I aſſured her that mercy always attended 
thoſe who truly repent, and are weary and heavy laden With the 
burden of their ſins; that Chriſt invites ſuch to come unto him and 
find reſt unto their ſouls. I alſo reminded her that God had ſhewn 
mercy to Manaſſes, .who had filled the ſtreets. of Jeruſalem with 


innocent blood, and told her, if ſhe lamented her caſe as he did, ſhe 


might obtain mercy; and I recommended er Frequent to re- 
peat the following prayer of Manaſſes: | 
"157'Q Lord, almigty God of our ge * Iſaac, 
* and Jacob, and of their righteous ſeed; who haſt made heaven 
« and earth, with all the ornament: thereof ; who haſt bound the 
«- ſea by the word of. thy .commandment, who haft ſhut up the 
* deep, and ſealed it with thy terrible and glorious name; whom 
* all men fear, and tremble before thy, power; for the majeſty of 
* thy glory cannot be borne, and thinę anger threatning towards 
« ſinners is inſupportable; but thy merciful promiſe is unmeaſur- 


F able and unſearchable; for thou art the molt. high Lord, of 
by great compaſſion, may ſuffering, very .mercifyl, : and repenteſt 


of the evils of men. Thou, O. Lord, according to thy great 


goodneſs haſt pramiſed repentance and forgiveneſs to them that 


tc have ſinned againſt thee : and of thine infinite mercies haſt ap- 


pointed repentance unto ſinners that they may be ſaved: Thou | 
therefore, O Lord, that art the God of the jpſt, haſt not ap- 


pointed repentance to the juſt, as to Abraham, and Iſaac, and 
% Jacob, which have not \ finoed ; againft thee 3 but thou haſt ap- 
19 105 1 wiz; | e e 75 ED ee 
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pointed repentance unto me, that am a ſinner: for J have finned 
above the number of the ſands of the ſea. . My tranſgreſſions, O 
Lord, are multiplied, and I am not worthy to:behold and ſec the 
height of heaven, for the multitude of mine iniquity. I am bowed. 
« down with many iron bands, that I cannot lift up mine head, 
<< neither have any releaſe: for I have provoked thy wrath, and 
done evil before thee. I did not thy will, neither kept I thy 
„ commandinents: I have ſet up abominations, and have mul-- 
« tiphed offences. Now therefore F bow. the knee of mine heart, 
beſeeching thee of grace: I have ſinned, O Lord; I have ſinned, - 
and I acknowledge mine iniquities : wherefore I humbly beſeeoh 
; thee forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, and deſtroy me not with 
mine iniquities. Be not angry with me for ever, by reſerving evil 
„ for me; neither condemn me into the lower parts of the earth. 
. _ For thou art the God, even the Ged of them that repent: and in 
% me thou wilt ſhew all thy goodneſs - for thou wilt ſaye me that 
am unworthy, according to thy great mercy. Therefore I wilt 
1 Praiſe thee for ever, all the days of my life: for all the powers 
« of the heavens do praiſe thee, and thine is the glory, for ever 
aud ever. Amen. . 55 : . 


u prayer the frequently repeated with. remarkable fervency, 
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, and ſeemed to reteive ſome conſolatien therefvom: But on the day 
before the Was tried, ſhe ſhewed ſome appearance of, confuſion ;. 
© but being ſomewhat conſoled with prayer and admonition, ſhe gave 
© me the following account © That ſhe was married to her preſent huſ- 
Band James Brownrigg about the year 1745, by whom. ſhe had 
-, Exteen” children, three 'of whom are now living; to vyhom (and 
indeed the fine is well authenticated) fhe behaved with great ten- 


derkeſs, and in all reſpects ſhewed the utmoſt conjugal aff-Qtion and 


De to her huſband and children. She: ſaid : She had for many 
_ yea $ feated God, and walked in his ways; and bad not only the 
Torm of godlineſs, but experienced much delight in the ſervice of - 


Soc, aid Wond the ways of wildem to be pleaſant, and all her 


4 


0 
paths peace; that the attended public worſfup at every oppattunity; 
"and whes hit had a lar Ny of ſmall.chi A antly, 
bot, ſeveral years, at the early ſacrament of Bo- Church, and oon- 
*Rantly fend prayers in her 2 mily ; but that ſhe bad lately, neglect - 
ed the ſame, by which means, and frequently breaking the ſabbath, 
the believed ta be the firſt inlet ta the wickedneſs ſhe * 


corroborate. 


\ 


3 

fallen into; and that having left her God, he had hardened het 
heart, and permitted her to commit thoſe acts ef cruelty for which 
ſhe was juſtly proſecuted.” | „„ D 


Some years after her marriage ſhe. ſtudied midwifry, under 
Dr. K—y; and, from the time of her commencement in that 
buſineſs, undoubtedly bore the character of a humane and tender 
practitioner, which many perſons now living are ready to evince; 
and was the inducement for the pariſh of St. Dunſtan in the Weſt 
do appoint her midwife to their workhbuſe, in which 'employ ſhe 
ever acquitted herſelt with judgment and humanity, and many 
. times relieved the neceſſitous, to whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe was often 
called, and frequently at a conſiderable diſtance, ſo far as her, 
abilities would extend, which many perſons ate ready to 
After her trial was over and ſhe had received that ſentence, 
which her crime merited I attended her in the cells, when ſhe ap- 
peared quite reigned and perfectly at eaſe: She ſaid, although 
Mary Mitchel}, the ſurviving child who was evidence againſt her, 
had ſworn many things that were not true, yet that the material 
part of her evidence was not to be contradicted, and acknowledged 
that her fentence was juſt, and that ſhe deſerved to ſuffer long ago 
for her cruelty to the poor girls; and added, Dear Sir, O that I 
& had had half the mercy towards the poor girls which I ex- 
perienced from the judge who tried me, or the council who. 
<« pleaded ke. ee me! in that caſe I never ſhould have come to 
an untimely end. But, thanks be to God, that my huſband and 
«* child are acquitted, - for they knew nothing of my laſt cruelty 
till after it was committed, and when it came to his knowledge 
he came to a determination to ſend the girl into the country, 
and have a ſurgeon to attend her, and uſe every poſſible means 
- « to recover her: but that his good intentions were fruſtrated by 
« the diſcovery made by Mr. Deacon's ſervants ;” and added. 
that her huſband did not deny the girl to the 8 from 
« any conſciouſneſs of guilt in himſelf, but to ſcreen her, who he 
«c- feared would appear in a very unfavourable light ſhould: the 
girl be produced.” And then ſhe gave me the following detail of 
the ſeveral acts of cruelty ſhe had exerciſed towards the unhappy 
girls who had been apprenticed 2 i * 


1-40}. 


She ſaid that the accounts of her having had ;a great number of 
pariſh-children apprenticed to her, and that many of them had 
diſappeared unaccountably, although propagated with much viru- 
lence, was utterly , falſe, and with a folemnity that none could 
diſcredit aſſured me that ſhe never had more than three appren- 
tices ; and that the firſt was Mary Mitchell the evidence againſt 
her, one of the poor girls of White-Friers; the ſecond, Mary. 


Jones, whom ſhe had from the Foundling-Hoſpital; and the third, 


the deceaſed, Mary Clifford, likewiſe apprenticed by the officers of 
the precinct of White-Friers. She faid ſhe had excerciſed ſo many. 
acts of cruelty againſt Mary Jones as induced her one night, when- 


| the and her huſband were aſleep, to ſecure the key of the ſtreet- 


door and make her eſcape back to the Foundling-Hoſpital where. 
ſhe was received, and having related to the governors the ſeveral, 
acts of cruelty which had been exerciſed upon her by this unhappy 


woman, the governors. ſummoned, Mr. Brownrigg before the 


chamberlain of London, to anſwer for the ill treatment of his wife, 
to this pil, and the matter was ſcttled before that gentleman and 
the girl diſcharged from her apprenticeſhip. She faid;ſhe for ſome 
time treated the girls with tenderneſs and humanity, but her heart 
became unzccountably hardened, and the firſt tpecies of her cruelty- 
ſhe exerciſed upon thiem was abridging then; of the neceſſary quan- 
tity of food, and at the ſame time exacted from them an additional 


portion of labour even beyond their natural ſtrength, and like 


Pharoah's taſk-maſters, reguired brick without ſtraw; and on- 
their declaring their incapacity, to perform her unreaſonable taſks. 
ſhe, like thoſe rafk-maſters, cried, Ye are idle, and corrected them 
with great cruelty, ſometimes with a thick walxing-cane, at other 
times with an old hearth broom, over the head, . and ſhoulders, 
and frequently with fuck cruelty that the blood followed. the ſtrokes; 
and under pretence that Mary Clifard, the deceaſed child, had wet- 
red the bed, ſhe ariade her lay for many ſucceeding nights in. the paſſage 


upon the hard boards and without any covering but her own cloaths, - 


but after hef laying in this manner for ſome time her humanity- 


extended ſo far as to give ber the matt on which they rubbed their 


ſhoes te Hy upon, ald an old blanket to cover her; but ſtill con- 


tinued to abridge her of her neceſſary food to ſuch a degree that 
.ſhe became almoſt ſtarved : and being one day impelled by the. , 


prefling calls of hunger, ſne forced open the door of the cupboard... 
1 EE Oe i Where 


[ 1151 | 


where the victuals was generally kept, but being detected by 


Mrs. Browurigg, ſhe immediately took her into the kitchin, ſtrip- 


ped her naked, whipped her with a horſe-whip riil ſhe had ex- 


hauſted her own ſtrength, and made her ſtand the whole day naked 


at the waſhing- tub: and ac various intervals in the jame day re- 


peated the Whipping over ail parts of her naked body with the 
greateſt degree of cruelty and inhumanity; and at night ordered 
the other gicl, Mary Ritchell, co remove ſome coals out of a 
dark cloſet under the ſtairs, where {he made the deceaſed lay all 
nizht quite naked upon the cold flones, and without any other 
covering than an old ragged waiſtcoat and pettycoat. But the 


next night ſhe ordered a ſack of ſtraw to be put in this hole for the 
_ unhappy deceaſed to lay upon; which ſhe did alone for ſeveral nights: 


But after ſome time Mary Mitchell was put into the hole with 
her, and afterwards was treated with equal diabolical cruelty with. 
her fellow-ſufferer ; but ſhe being older and of a ſtronger make of 
body, ſurvived thoſe repeated acts of cruelty, which the other un- 
happily ſunk under. | : 2 | 


She informed me that after ſhe had confined theſe unfortunate 
girls in that diſmal hole under the ſtairs,” ſhe frequently uſed to tie 
their hands acroſs with a cord, and draw them up to a water-pipe 
which went acroſs the kitchen, and in that poſition whipped them 
with a horſe-Whip until ſhe was weary : but by a frequent repe- 
tition of this act of cruelty the water-pipe gave way, and lhe was ap- 
prehenſive that it would come down, fhethcretoredefired her huſband 
to fix a hook im the beam in the kicchin, but never informed him, 


nor does ſhe belicve he had the leaſt idea of the uſe ſh intended to 


apply it to, nor was he ever privy to any of her acts of cruelty, he 


| tetdom being at home at theſe times, and his buſineſs occaſioning him 
to be much abroad. But ſhe ſoon made this hook an inſtrument of 
cruelty, by frequently tying the poor girls up to it as ſhe had before 
done to the water-prpe, and whipping them with the utmoſt ſeverity. 


on all parts of their bodies, till the blood foliowed every laſh. 
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The ſummer ſeaſon coming on, Mrs. Brownrigg and her huſband 
went every Saturday evening to a lodging they had a ſmall diſ- 


tance from town, where they generally itayed till Sunday night 
or Monday morning, during all which time the poor girls Were 


lacked up in the betor:-menuoned dark hole, with a imail portion 
& © he 8 3 ; of * 


of dry bread, ſcarce.y ufficient to keep nature from ſinking, but 
without any ſort of drink, even water being prohibited them. This 
was their uſual treatment in the ſummer lealon, and was practiſed 
on them with remarkable cruelty until the time the diſcovery was 
made. | = Dr | 
| The day on which ſhe exerciſed her laſt acts of barbarity was on 
2 Friday, in the beginning of Auguſt laſt, when ſhe ſays, She tied 

up the unfortunate deceaſed to the before mentioned hook, ſtripped 


her naked, and horſe-whipped her till the blood guſhed in torrents 
from her wounds: That ſhe tied her up a third time, but was nor 


able to repeat her infernal cruelties, the fight of her lacerated body 
filling her heart (ſteeled as it was) with horror, fo that ſhe was un- 
able to look to her; ihe therefore untied her and let her fall to the 
ground, and poſſitively denied ſhe repeated her cruelties any more 
that day, notwithſtanding what Mary Mitchell ſwore on her trial. 


The manner in which theſe dark ſcenes of iniquity were brought 
to light is very obſervable, and in which the hand of Providence is 
eminently conſpicuous. Mrs. Brownrigg took care to exerciſe her 
acts of barbarity with all imaginable privacy, to prevent a diſcovery 
by the neighbours : But it happened Mr. Brownrigg bought a hog 


at a ſale he had at Hampſted, and put the ſame in a covered yard 
adjoining to the kitchin, where the ſcenes of barbarity were acted ; 
but the cloſe confinement occaſioning the hog to become very 


- offenſive, it was found neceſſary to open a window in the ſky-light 


to admit air, and let out the ſtench. It happened on the laſt day 


ſhe exerciſed her cruelties that this window was opened, and a 
ſervant of Mr. Deacon's, a baker, at the next-door, hearing the 

poor object (expreſs ſome diſmal grones, he looked from his maſ- 
ter's through this caſement- window, and obſerved ſomething lying 


upon the ground bloody, but in ſuch a ſituation as not to diſcover 


whether it was human or not; he thereupon called, but receiving 


no anſwer he threw ſomething which fell upon the poor girl, who 


thereupon groaned and uttered ſome inarticular ſounds; from 
- whence he diſcovered the object to be human. He thereupon 


alarmed his maſter and the family, who immediately came to view 


the diſmal ſpectacle, and immediately concluded the unhappy ob- 


ject was one of the unfortunate pariſh-girls. From this preſump- 
tion, Mr. Deacon cauſed notice to be given to the pariſh-officers, 


who 


* 
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. who immediately attended, and demanded 2 ſight of the deceaſed ; 


who Mr. Brownrigg for ſome time peremptorily refuſed to produce, 


inſiſting ſhe was in the country, and even ſent for an attorney, and 


uſed threats and menaces againit the gentlemen of the parith for 
preſuming to enter his houſe, but they were not to be intimidated ; 
and after various ſearches over the houſe to find her but without 
effect they took Mr. Brownrigg into cuſtody, who thereupon find- 
ing his menaces to have no effect on the gentlemen of the pariſh, he 


at laſt produced the girl; a moſt diſmal: object indeed, ſpeechleſs, 
and in ſuch a condition as would ſhock humanity to deſcribe! All 


proper care was taken of her, but alas in vain; the poor infant lan- 


_ guiſhed ſome days in the hoſpital in inexpreſſible torture from the 
various wounds and lacerations ſhe had received which were become 

. corrupted, and then changed her unhappy life for a life of eternal 
| Bliſs; on the death of the child the coroner. of the city of London 


took an inqueſt on the cauſe of her death, whereby James Brownrigg 


and Elizabeth his wife were found guilty of wilfully 1 | 
as ſet forth in the former part of this account. But Mrs. Brownrigg 


and her fon John having made their eſcape from juſtice, every me- 
thod was taken to apprehend them, not only by diligent ſearches 


but by advertiſement of rewards, and at length they were diſcovered 
in a lodging they had hired at Wandſworth, where they had paſſed 
ſome days as man and wife, and from thence they were brought to 


town and committed to the Fowler Comprer, where ſhe continued 


ſome days, it being thought unſafe to remove her on account of 
her ill ſtate of health, bur in a few days, ſhe being ſomewhat re- 
covered, ſhe was removed to Newgate. After ſhe had given the 
above account, which ſhe did freely and voluntarily, ſhe ſeemed to 


be conſſderably eaſed, and applied herſelf with great chearfulneſs 
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and earneſtneſs to prayer. | 
* T afked her If the report was true that her huſband and'ſon John 


Had exerciſed repeated cruelties on the poor girls, and ſhe aſſured 


me, as the was a dying woman, ſhe did not Khow that her huſband 


| had ever beat or whipped them, or exerciſed any other cruelties 
towards either of them, nor did he know the purpoſe for which 
ſhe deſired him to drive the hook into the beam. She ſaid that her 


ſon. John had beat them three different, times with much ſeverity,” 
hut by her particular orders, and that one time in particular, when 


Mary Clifford was become emaciated with hunger and ill trete 
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Me ordered her to turn up a bed, which being unable to do fer 
want of ſtrength, ſhe ordered her ſon to beat her till ſhe did, and 
that he accordingly did beat her with a belt, with a buckle at the 

* end of it, till the blood guſhed from various parts of her body, 
and fell in ſtreams upon the floor, but ſaid that ſhe was pretty | 
well recovered from theſe wounds before ſhe had any further 
W „ ä | 5 


It having been repreſented that ſhe had been accuſtomed to ac- 
eommodate unhappy woman in their Iying- in, and to provide for 
1 | their children for certain ſums, and that ſhe had deſtroyed ſeyeral 
5 of thoſe children, as well as many others, in their birth, for re- 
wards, and being deſired by authority to make an inquiry into thoſe 

facts, laid before her the heinouſneſs of thoſe. crimes, and the 

injury it would do her. immortal ſoul if ſhe was guilty of any fuch,, 


. * 


— 


and ſhould die without a due repentance of them, and that the firſt 
| ep to repentanee was a confeſſion of her guilt; and obſerved, as 
the had found fo much eaſe in unburthening ber mind, reſpecting 
her treatment of the poor girls, ſne would find that ſatis fact ion 
conſiderably augmented. by laying: open every guilty. action which, 
oppreſſed her mind. Bur ſhe affured me, in % manner that forced 
| belief, that all ſuch ſtories were intirely groundleſs, and; mere 
a inventions to blacken her character, already ſufficiently darkened | 
1 x by the load of iniquity ſhe was: really guilty of, and for which, ſhe- 
EEE. acknowledged ſhe was moſt deſervedly to ſuffer: She admitted that 
ſhe often had unfortunate women to lie-in at her houſe, but that 
, „ 1 ; 8 . Gier 1 eri ; 
= the never undertook to provide for their children, they bong al 
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1 : ways taken away and provided for. by their friends, 'and ſhe heard 
no more of them; and that ſhe never had a child dead in her 
houſe but one, which was ſtil} horn; and that, during her whole 
; Br ice, only two. woman had died under her care, and that not 
5 rough apy negleR, or want in judgment or tenderneſs in, her ;. 
; $4 M8 3 Lo. "© Ms I . 2 88 38 1 
r ibi the aner me would be confirmed not only by the officers. 
„ the pariſh of St. Dunſtan but alſo by her neighbours, and many 
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25 others n w living ;. and indeed I have no ſort of reaſon to doubt 
the truth of it, and therefore cannot help lamenting the depravity . 
of the age in inventing and propagating ſuch horrid untruths,, 
which have with, too, much ſucceſs been impreſſed into the mind : 
of the people, in prejudice of this unhappy family. But, thank 
God, Juſtice in the midit. of public prejudice has been preſerved, 
| | 5 e | and 


„ 
and that part of this unhappy family who were not really guilty in 
a degree public clamour would make us believe, have been ac- 
quitted, although the grounds for putting them upon their trial 


were fully approved by the echt: 


I viſited her on Sunday morning, and ſhe informed me, ſhe had 
ſpent the preceeding night in fervent prayer; ſhe; withed the time 
was come when ſhe was to pay the debt juſtly due to her crime; 
ſhe ſaid that ſhe did not think her ſufferings would atone for her 
ſins, but knew ſhe muſt be ſaved by the ſufferings and merits of 
Chriſt or periſh ętergally. She attended chapel in the morning, where 


hernuüfband and ſon were permitted to be with her... I preached from 


Pfalm 51. 12. Deliver me from blood - guiltineſs, O God of my 


% ſalvation.“ Sheiſeemed very attentive and much affected; and 
after ſervice there was a very moving ſcene between her and her 
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' hufband and ſon. Wer 


On my viſiting her in the afternoon I found her in great diſtreſs. 
of mind, crying out, What muſt, I do to be ſaved? I gave her. 
the beſt inſtruction in my power, which ſhe thankfully received. 


After praying with her a conſiderable time ſhe ſeemed much com- 


» 


recover her ſoul. 


forted; and Gia: ſhe had a ſtrong hope God for Chriſt's ſake would: . 
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Morning of Execution. 
OT FED I HIM E9 : 

LI attended her foon after fue; when fhe was brought into the Preſs-Yard. 
She ſeemed much reſigned, and joined me for ſome time in prayer. After- 
wards we went up to chapel; where her huſband and fon were again permit- 
ted to be with her, and joined in receivng the holy ſacrament. Atter which 


the prayed with the utmoſt fervency, crying, Lord, deliver me from blooc- | 
« guiltineſs. I have nothing to plead or recommend me to thee but my miſe- 


ry; but thy beloved Sen died for ſinners, therefore on his merits I rely. and 


«© depend for pardon.” She ſeemed quite compoſed and refignee, and continued 
in prayer with her huſband ,and fon upwards of two hours, when ſhe took 


leave of them, which eæhibited a ſcene too affecting for words to deſcribe, and 


which drew tears from all preſent. Her huſband aſſured her, that if it pleaſed 
' God to releaſe him from his confinement, which he truſted he would from: - 


a manifeſtation of his innoeence, he doubted not of being able to ſupport aad 
maintain their two younger children, and defuxed her. not to be affected on 


their \ 
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their account. She begged him to ſeek a releaſe from the priſon af fin; 
and as for her children, God was all- ſufficient, and hoped he would 
not ſuffer them to be uſed as ſhe had treated the unhappy girls put 
under her care. | Her ſon fell on his knees, and begged his mother to give hin! 

her bleſſing: On which-ſhe fell on bis face and kiſſed him, while her huſband 


fell on his knees, on the other fide, praying, That God would have merey 


on her ſoul, She ſaid to him: Dear James, I beg that God, for Chriff's- 
„ fake, would be reconciled, and that he will not leave me nor forſake me 


* in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment.” She then took a laſt 


farewel of them, and came down to the Preſs-Yard : Where, after joining: 
in prayer for ſome time, ſhe was put into the cart, and conveyed to the 
place of execution. In my way there, my ears were dinned with the hotrid. 


imprecations of the people: One ſaid to me, He hoped I ſhould pray for her 


damnation, and not for her ſalvation ! Others exclaimed; That they hoped 


| ſhe would go to hell, and was ſure the devil would fetch her foul. This un- 
chriſtian behaviour greatly ſhocked me, and I could not help . exclaiming : 


Are theſe the people called chriſtians ? This the reformed nation we fo much 
boaſt of? I fear charity, which is the very baſis of chriſtianity, is baniſhed 
from the greateſt part of our land. i | et 2 | 


At the place of execution the was quite compoſed, and affiſted in prayers; 
and at her requeſt I ſung the following verſes, taken from the vth Plalm : 


[EM O thou that hear'ſt when ſinners ery, Ne. 


She being very weak, the defired me to acquaint the ſpeckaters, That ſhe 
acknowledged her guilt, and the juſtice of her ſentence. And her laſt words . 


words were: Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit !“ | 5 
5 This is all the account given:by me; 3 


JOSEPH MOORE. 
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P. S. It having been mentioned in the extract from Mr. Wingrave's a- 
count, publiſhed in the daily papers, {the pamphlet itſelf I had bu 
view of-] that ſome, reflections are caſt upon ſome extraordinary behaviour of 


t a ſlight 


ſome clergyman who viſited Mrs. Brownrigg during her confinement, which. , 
Has been mentioried to me by ſeveral. perſons, and by ſome believed to point | 


at me: I therefore think it neceſſary to declare, That the clergyman, I ſup- 
poſe alluded to, never viſited her during her .confinement in Newgate; and 


that the behaviour complained of was in another ptiſon. ty 
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